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Introduction

For over thirty years, I celebrated Passover at a traditional 
Jewish family service and meal called a Seder, which literally 
means, ‘order’ in Hebrew. Every evening before the festival, 
we would search for any hidden chametz (crumbs of leavened 
bread) by following after my father, holding a candle and feather, 
sweeping each crumb discovered with cries of delight by the 
children into a dustpan, later to be burned outside the home.  Each 
year, I sang, along with the others at the Seder table about Eliyahu 
Hanavi (Elijah the Prophet) who would come with ‘Moshiach Ben 
David’ (Messiah son of David).  We would actually set a place for 
Eliyahu at the table, and at one point in the Seder, open the door, as 
if perchance this year he may be waiting to enter – signifying the 
Jewish longing each year for Messiah. At every Seder table we re-
told, as commanded, the story of the deliverance of our forefathers 
from slavery in Egypt and how the Israelites were saved from the 
angel of death by placing the blood of the lamb on their doorposts.  
We	always	ended	the	Seder	in	sleepy	contentment,	satisfied	to	the	
full with an abundance of food and four cups of wine, with the 
refrain, L’shana Haba’ah b’Yirushalayim (Next year in Jerusalem).  
Never	once	did	I	question	any	of	the	spiritual	significance	of	these	
traditions, scriptures, or songs.  I never wondered why we had to 
rid our home of yeast, or who this Messiah was, or how the blood 
of an innocent lamb had saved our ancestors?  My heart contained 
within it no yearning to leave my home and family to celebrate 
Passover the next year in Jerusalem.  The Seder existed simply as 
another Orthodox Jewish family ritual that I considered something 
to be endured in order to keep peace in the family, rather than a 
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meaningful spiritual experience.

Then one day, something marvelous happened.  God heard 
the pitiful cries of one of His sheep; He had compassion on this 
lost lamb and sent someone to deliver a message to me.  It was 
this:  “Jesus loves you.  He will never leave you and never forsake 
you.”		With the power of this two-edged sword, which is the Word 
of God, I was delivered from slavery to Satan and the kingdom 
of darkness through the blood of the Passover lamb, Yeshua 
Hamashiach (Jesus the Messiah), and entered the Kingdom of 
Light.  I began to read our own Hebrew scriptures and to learn 
from God’s word, the Torah, His instructions for happiness, health, 
and prosperity through living a holy life that is pleasing to Him.  I 
immersed in the waters of the Mikvah1, and emerged, as if on the 
other side of the Sea of Reeds,2 free! With a new heart, the Ruach 
HaKodesh	(Holy	Spirit)	filled	my	being	and	compelled	me	to	walk	
in God’s ways and keep His commandments.3 Things began to fall 
into place, to make sense; my life gained purpose, meaning, and 
order.		Suddenly,	the	Passover	took	on	incredible	significance	for	
me to remember, not only the salvation of our people from Egypt 
so long ago, but also my own salvation through the broken body 
and shed blood of my Messiah.

A Temporary Blindness

How could I have celebrated Passover so many years without 
understanding its central meaning?  How could I not have seen the 
blood of the lamb as a foreshadow of the Lamb of God who was 
slain for the salvation of all Mankind?  There are many reasons, 

1   Ritual water immersion, usually called ‘baptism’ in Christian terminology.
2   The name of the body of water the Israelites passed through is Yam Soof, 
which is translated ‘Sea of Reeds’, not Red Sea.
3   Ezek. 36:27
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but the main one is that which holds true for most Jewish people.  
It is a divine hand that put a temporary blindness over the eyes of 
most Jewish people with regards to seeing or understanding our 
own Messiah.  Why would He do this?  The scriptures make known 
this mystery: blindness in part happened to the Jewish people in 
order that the fullness of the Gentiles would be harvested into the 
kingdom. The apostle, Paul, warned the non-Jewish followers of 
Yeshua not to be ignorant of this,

“For I do not desire, brethren, that you 
should be ignorant of this mystery, lest
you should be wise in your own opinion, that 
blindness in part has happened to Israel until the 
fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”  (Rom. 11:25)

 Ignorance of the fact that this ‘blindness in part’ happened to 
Israel within the perfect plan of God, to bring about His purposes 
of gathering non-Jews into the Kingdom, has resulted in exactly 
what Paul warned against – conceit and arrogance.  This pride - 
exactly the same sin that trapped satan and condemned him and 
his	 fallen	angels	 forever	 to	 the	 lake	of	fire	 -	 is	what	has	snared	
some within the Christian Church.  It has caused them to commit 
abominable acts of torture and persecution, and has resulted in 
the extermination of millions of Jewish people over the centuries 
for this very blindness towards the Messiah that actually made it 
possible for them to enter the Kingdom of God. Isn’t this ludicrous?  
Paul gave a stern warning to non-Jewish Believers:

“Do not be haughty, but fear.  For if God did not 
spare the natural branches, He may not spare you 
either.”  (Rom. 11:20-21)




