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“Then the LORD said to Moses, “Come (boh) to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his
heart and the hearts of his officials so that I may perform these signs of mine among
them…” (Exodus 10:1)

The Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt (1830 painting by David Roberts)

Understanding the Tanakh (an acronym for Torah, Nivi’im and Ktuvim – Old Testament,
Prophets and Writings) is the key to a deeper understanding of the New Testament.
Trying to walk in New Covenant faith without understanding the Torah is like building a
structure without a proper foundation. Our faith must be built on solid rock - a sure
foundation. So let’s dig into our study of this week’s Torah portion called ‘Boh’ (come).
Although this week’s parashah chronicles the departure of the Israelites from Egypt, the
title, ‘Boh’, does not mean ‘go’ as is commonly translated, but rather ‘come’. God did
not say to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh….” but rather “Come to Pharaoh…”
Perhaps this was God’s way of encouraging Moses to carry on, despite the apparent
failure of the last seven plagues. God had already directed Moses to ‘go’ to Pharaoh, but
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since the stubborn King of Egypt remained unmoved by these acts of Divine judgment, it
was as if God was now saying, “Come (Boh) with me; we will join forces and go to
Pharaoh together.”

Pride Comes Before a Fall
Yehovah,  יהוהthe God of the Hebrews, asked Pharaoh, “How long will you refuse to
humble yourself before Me?” (Exodus 10:3) Although this word was spoken to
Pharaoh so long ago, we can each look to ourselves and ask the same question. Are we
really humbling ourselves before Yehovah, God of the Hebrews?
Are we conforming our lives to the Word of God? Or are we persisting in doing things
our own way, following family traditions and religious rituals that even nullify the
commandments of Elohim?
Pharaoh invited destruction upon himself, his family and all of Egypt simply because of
the hardness of his heart; he refused to humble himself and to heed the ten rebukes of the
plagues. “He who is often rebuked, and hardens his neck, will suddenly be destroyed
and that without remedy.” (Proverbs 29:1)
May our hearts be soft clay in the Potter’s hands. May we each seek to walk in humility
by heeding rebuke and being willing to receive proper correction with a right attitude. A
stubborn refusal to accept correction can cause a person to stray far from the right path.
“He who keeps instruction is in the way of life, but he who refuses correction goes
astray.” (Proverbs 10:17)
I once read an article written by a woman who divorced after a brief but terrible, threemonth marriage. One of the things she wrote is that in hindsight, her rabbi and friends all
tried to warn her that she should slow down and be careful; but she admittedly would not
listen to them. She also turned a blind eye to the obvious ‘red flags’, an error that cost
her dearly in terms of material losses and serious emotional pain.
What if we see someone else clearly walking in error? We need to be so very careful
when bringing correction to others. First of all, we need to examine the plank in our own
eye before trying to gouge the speck out of another’s.1 We need to guard our hearts
against any critical, judgmental, fault-finding spirit and bring correction only in a gentle,
meek manner that edifies and does not tear down the other.
I think we all know of people who consider it their God-given ‘ministry’ to criticize and
find fault with everyone else (but themselves). That being said, however, we do have a
responsibility to help bring back those who have wandered away from the truth:
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“My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings
him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will
save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.” (James 5:19-20)
We also need to discern who to correct and who not to correct.
“He who corrects a scoffer (in Hebrew the word is ‘letz’ from the word ‘letzan’ which
means a clown) gets shame for himself, and he who rebukes a wicked man, only
harms himself. Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you; rebuke a wise man and he
will love you…” (Proverbs 9:7-8)
It seems to me that here is the test of whether or not we are walking in pride or humility –
what is our reaction when someone corrects us? Do we become angry and defensive? Do
we hate the person who has corrected us? Or do we love them for caring enough to
correct us so that we may be even wiser in the future?
This can be a tough one – no one really likes to be criticized, especially if it comes with a
wrong attitude; but ignoring correction is just plain dumb! “Whoever loves discipline
loves knowledge, but he who hates reproof is stupid.” (Proverbs 12:1)
Insecure people are especially defensive when it comes to receiving correction. But
when we become more and more secure and grounded in God’s love for us, then we will
receive correction with gratitude that someone cares enough about us to keep us on the
right track.
Listening to correction is for our own good. “Whoever ignores instruction despises
himself, but he who listens to reproof gains intelligence.” (Proverbs 15:32)

The Pharaoh Syndrome
‘Gematria’ is a Jewish practice in which the numerical value of each Hebrew letter gives
added spiritual meaning to the word. Interestingly, the gematria of Boh is the number
three which corresponds to the number of plagues in this parashah. These final plagues
sealed Egypt’s doom.
An ancient Jewish sage, Rabbi Shimon, has said, “When God warns a person on three
occasions and he does not turn from his (evil) ways, God closes the door of repentance.”
God had given Pharaoh, like all human beings, the gift of free will to choose between
good and evil. Pharaoh chose cruelty over compassion and stubbornness over obedience;
thereby bringing destruction on his family and the entire nation of Egypt.
In fact, the Hebrew letters of the word for Pharaoh פרעה, if re-arranged, also spell
‘arufah’  ערפה, which means the ‘back of the neck’, which is a term Biblically symbolic
of stubbornness, as in someone being ‘stiff necked’. This was the name of the other
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daughter-in-law of Naomi (in the book of Ruth) who turned her back on her mother-inlaw and went back to her own people in Moab, while Ruth stayed faithful. The Word of
God tells us that stubbornness is a serious sin: “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,
and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.” (1 Samuel 15:23)
It is Pharaoh’s obstinacy which led to his
downfall, as is written, “Pride comes before
destruction, and an arrogant spirit before a
fall.” (Proverbs 16:18)
God asked Pharaoh, “How long will you
refuse to humble yourself before me? Let my
people go, so that they may worship me.”
(Exodus 10:3)
Pharaoh was very angry. (1984 illustration by Jim Padgett, courtesy of Distant Shores Media/Sweet Publishing)

Pharaoh’s refusal to humble himself before the Almighty God was caused by the
hardening of his heart. The Hebrew word for heart (lev  )לבoccurs more than 850 times
in the Bible. The heart is the seat of all emotional and moral choices.
When God wants to judge a person, he probes their heart. Man, we are told, looks upon
outward appearance but the Lord looks upon the heart (1 Samuel 16:7). It was spiritual
heart surgery that God promised to perform when He would bring the Jewish people
home – by removing their hearts of stone and replacing them with hearts of flesh.
The New Living Translation writes it this way, “And I will give you a new heart, and I
will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a
tender, responsive heart.” (Ezekiel 36:26).
According to Yiddish thought, the heart, despite its tiny size, contains the entire world;
therefore “The Pharaoh Syndrome” was coined as a self-inflicted psychological malady
in which people can become so cold and callous in their heart of stone that they become
immune from feeling the pain and suffering of others.
May our hearts never become hardened or calloused by life’s trials or our own sinful
nature; but rather may they remain as soft clay in the Potter’s hands. God hardened
Pharaoh’s heart, so that He might show His signs and wonders, in order that the
Egyptians would finally know that He is the Lord.
He also demonstrated His power to us so that we might re-tell the account of God’s great
deliverance and redemption to our children and future generations.
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This is what we do each year at the Passover Seder. It is specifically designated as a
teaching tool to pass on our faith in a mighty, merciful God to our children. “And when
your children ask you….” 2 And yet,
so many Believing families fail to
celebrate the Passover because they
have yet to comprehend the rich and
deep meaning behind all the mo’adim God’s appointed times as written in the
book of Leviticus in chapter 23.
Most Jewish people do celebrate the
Passover each year, but for many it is
simply a family tradition or a religious
ritual. Jewish people also need a deeper
understanding of the Passover and
especially the blood of the Lamb.

Passover Seder Plate

Power in the Blood of the Lamb
This Parashah also contains the institution of the first Passover and within it – the central
message of the gospel: that we have salvation through the blood of the Lamb. “The
blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I
will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.”
(Exodus 12:13)
We can be so thankful that he or she whom the Son has set free is free indeed. Yeshua
says to the enemy of our souls as Moses did to Pharaoh: ‘Let my people go!’ Yeshua
came to give freedom to the prisoners of darkness. (Isaiah 49:9) He came to set the
captives free! (Isaiah 61:1) In a synagogue one Shabbat, Yeshua proclaimed his mission:
“He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To
proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed;” (Luke 4:18)
Through His blood we can find healing,
deliverance and freedom from every bondage
and oppression. We must declare our complete
victory and believe for it even before we see it.
Halleluyah! Placing the blood on the
doorposts and lintel created the shape of the
Hebrew letter ‘chet’  ח, which stands for chai חי, meaning ‘life’.
The Fathers Took Some of the Blood and Smeared It on the Doorposts (1984 illustration by Jim Padgett, courtesy of
Distant Shores Media/Sweet Publishing)
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At a Messianic Congregation we attended one Shabbat in
Jerusalem, a young man called the children to come up and sit
together. He asked them questions about why God commanded
Israel to place the blood of a lamb on the doorposts (mezzuzot)
of their dwelling places. He promised the children a special
prize if they knew the correct answers.
Most of the kids knew that the blood was a sign to the angel of
death so that it would pass over those dwelling places on which
had been applied the blood when he came to kill the firstborn of
Egypt. The young man then went on to explain how we are also
saved from death and destruction by the blood of the Lamb of
God, Yeshua, who died on the cross on Passover.
The best part was when the kids then got to line up and actually
squirt ketchup on this radical young man’s white T-shirt, while
declaring, “Yeish co’ah b’damo shel haseh” (There is power
in the blood of the lamb!) I think this graphic demonstration
left a lasting impression upon the mind and heart of each of us,
especially the children. 
The Signs on the Door (watercolor circa 1896–1902 by James Tissot)

Judgment on all the gods of Egypt
Last Shabbat, we read of the first seven
calamities (called ‘makot’ in Hebrew)
which God inflicted upon Egypt in
order to persuade Pharaoh to release the
Israelites from slavery. Makot can also
mean ‘beatings’. In this week’s
parashah, Boh, God sent the three final
plagues: locust, darkness and death of
the firstborn. After the last plague,
Pharaoh finally capitulated, triggering
the exodus of the Hebrews. God then
gave them instructions on celebrating
the first Passover.
The Plague of Locusts (watercolor circa 1896–1902 by James Tissot)

What were the purposes of the Ten Plagues? Besides punishing the Egyptians for their
abuse of God’s people and pressuring Pharaoh to let the Israelites go free, the plagues
also demonstrated God’s supremacy over all the false gods of Egypt.
"On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of
both people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I
am יהוה." (Exodus 12:12)
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When Moses first approached Pharaoh, he said, ‘Who is Yehovah, that I should obey His
voice to let Israel go?’3 In the end, however, Pharaoh came to realize the power of the
one true God. According to the Torah, God actually hardened Pharaoh’s heart in order to
demonstrate His power to the nations and the powerlessness of their false gods in
comparison.
“For I will this time send all My plagues upon you, and upon your servants, and
upon your people; that you may know that there is none like Me in all the earth.”
(Exodus 9:14)
God does not want Himself to be known only by this one nation of Israel but for His
name to be proclaimed in every nation on earth:
“

But indeed for this purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My
power in you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth.” (Exodus 9:16)

Plague #8 – Locust (ַארבֶּה
ְ )
“Or else, if you refuse to let My
people go, behold, tomorrow I
will bring locusts into your
territory. And they shall cover
the face of the earth, so that no
one will be able to see the earth;
and they shall eat the residue of
what is left, which remains to
you from the hail, and they shall
eat every tree which grows up
for you out of the field.”
(Exodus 10:4-5)

The Plague of Locusts (illustration from the 1890 Holman Bible)

This parashah, Boh, begins with the eighth plague upon Egypt – locusts devoured all the
crops and vegetation of Egypt that remained after the hail. God’s promise to Israel,
however, is to make up for all the years that the swarming locusts have devoured:
“So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the crawling
locust, the consuming locust, and the chewing locust, My great army which I sent among
you. You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God,
who has dealt wondrously with you; and My people shall never be put to shame. Then
you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel:” (Joel 2:25-27)
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Locust are also mentioned in the New Testament as one of the end time plagues upon the
earth. With the sounding of the fifth shofar, locust emerge from the bottomless pit. They
do not harm the vegetation, however, but rather
have the power to sting like a scorpion; and
they torment men who do not have the seal of
God on their foreheads.
“

Then out of the smoke locusts came upon
the earth. And to them was given power, as
the scorpions of the earth have power. They
were commanded not to harm the grass of
the earth, or any green thing, or any tree,
but only those men who do not have the seal
of God on their foreheads. And they were not given authority to kill them, but to
torment them for five months. Their torment was like the torment of a scorpion
when it strikes a man.” (Revelation 9:3-5)

PLAGUE # 9 - DARKNESS ()חֹושֶּ ך
“Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch
out your hand toward the sky so that
darkness will spread over Egypt—darkness
that can be felt." So Moses stretched out
his hand toward the sky, and total darkness
covered all Egypt for three days. No one
could see anyone else or leave his place for
three days.” (Exodus 10:21-23)
There was darkness throughout the land of Egypt. (1984 illustration by Jim Padgett, courtesy of Distant Shores Media/Sweet Publishing)

With the ninth plague of darkness, Elohim delivered a crushing blow to the Egyptian sun
god, Ra, and demonstrated the folly of worshipping false gods. Although the Egyptians
were plunged into total darkness, the Israelites had light in their dwellings in the land of
Goshen.
While everyone else outside the shelter of God’s covenant lives in ever deepening
darkness, as believers our light should shine brighter and brighter until that perfect day
(Proverbs 4:18). After all, where does the light shine the brightest? In the darkest of
places.
There are so many fearful reports of the evil in the world and what may come upon us;
but we can trust that even when there is total, paralyzing darkness in the world, we can
still have light in our dwellings, just as the Israelites had in Goshen.
It is time for us to stop cursing the darkness and instead live in the light. Instead of
complaining, murmuring, and fault finding over the darkness over “Egypt” (the world),
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we can do all things without arguing and complaining; in this way we will shine as lights
in the midst of the dark and perverse generation. (Philippians 2:14-15)
The Word of God says that the wicked stumble in
the darkness and do not even know what made them
trip. “But the way of the wicked is like deep
darkness; they do not know what makes them
stumble.” (Proverbs 4:19)
When we are in complete darkness, we cannot
perceive anything outside ourselves. We live in a
completely selfish, self-centered world. If we even
consider others, it is only how we may use them to
our advantage. But God’s kind of love is not
selfish, not self- seeking. (1 Corinthians 13:5)
We need Yeshua, the Light of the World, to set us free from our own preoccupation with
ourselves so that we may truly love our neighbor and consider others even higher than
ourselves. Too many of us have been set free from darkness to live in the light and yet
we continue to stumble in the darkness of unforgiveness, bitterness and resentments. We
must determine to let these go and to walk in the Light.
If we hate anyone we abide in darkness:
“He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in
him. But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness and does not
know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” (1 John 2:9-11)
If we want light in our homes, in our dwellings, then we must give up hatred and walk in
love. We must stop cursing, fault finding, arguing and instead begin blessing. This is the
simple message that sums up the entire Torah: love God and love one another. How do
we know that we have passed from death to life? Because we love the brethren.4
Darkness is another one of the end time plagues mentioned in the book of Revelation.
When the angel pours out the fifth bowl of God’s wrath, the kingdom of the beast is
plunged into total darkness. This foreshadows the state of people who descend into Sheol
(hell), where there is a complete absence of any light whatsoever. This still does not
convince the servants of Satan to repent.
“

Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his
kingdom became full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the
pain. They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores,
and did not repent of their deeds.” (Revelation 16:10-11)
4
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No Compromise!
“

Then Pharaoh called to Moses and said, “Go, serve the LORD; only let your flocks
and your herds be kept back. Let your
little ones also go with you.” (Exodus
10:24)
After this plague of darkness, Pharaoh tried
to get Moses to compromise by leaving their
herds behind; but Moses refused to
compromise with Egypt, answering with
boldness, “Not a hoof shall be left behind.”
(Exodus10:26) We must also take this same
attitude with the enemy and refuse to
compromise.
The devil tries to get us to leave ‘just a little sin’ in our lives rather than standing for
complete victory and liberation. We can also say, No! Not a hoof shall be left behind.
When we decide to come out of Egypt, to come out of the world and its sin, we will leave
it completely. We will not leave one hoof in Egypt.
One day Timothy (my middle son) was involved in an accident on a bus in Jerusalem and
as a result sustained injuries to his leg. A less than righteous person, a certain lawyer,
advised my son to say that he also had back pain so that he would receive a greater
compensation for his injuries. I was so proud to hear my son say, “No, I will not lie.”
This needs to be our attitude and way of life – a refusal to compromise, even if it will
bring us personal gain. We need to say, “No, I’m coming out to live completely and fully
in God’s Kingdom of Light and not even a hoof will remain in the darkness of Egypt!”

It Was for Freedom…
Notice the purpose of Israel’s liberation from Egypt – so that they may serve Yehovah,
their God. The purpose of our liberation from the Pharaoh of this world, from slavery to
sin, is also in order that we may serve Yehovah our God with joy and gladness.
“For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His
commandments are not burdensome.” (1 John 5:3)
God’s Torah is not a heavy burden from which Yeshua came to set us free; rather we are
set free to worship God in Spirit and in truth. We are set free from slavery to sin in order
to become slaves of righteousness. Our love and devotion to God is expressed through
our obedience to His commandments, not our rebellious struggles to live free of them.
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The liberty to sin is not what the Messiah’s death accomplished for us. Rather, he died to
set us free from slavery to sin, that we might serve the living God according to the Truth
of His word, not according to our own man- made set of rules and traditions.
Our repentance must bring forth a clean break from the ‘Egypt’ in our lives. One cannot
be like Pharaoh who confessed his sin, repented, pleaded for mercy, asked forgiveness,
and then went right back into his rebellion once the punishment was removed. 5
Many of us struggle under a heavy burden of guilt and condemnation over our past
failures and mistakes; but Yeshua wants us to receive His forgiveness and live
completely free of shame and guilt.
Sometimes we feel as if we are slaves carrying such heavy burdens. We carry the burden
of trying to please everyone and meet everyone’s expectations. We carry the burden of
trying to prove our worth and value by what we accomplish or acquire – by our degrees,
diplomas, awards, by the size of our bank account and home; or the model of car we
drive. We carry the burden of all our problems, our worries and fears. Some of us try to
carry everyone else’s problems upon our own shoulders too!
No wonder we sometimes feel as if someone is standing over us with a whip. We drag
ourselves through the day, hoping to just somehow survive. But we must realize that
Yeshua never intended for us to live as slaves, carrying these heavy burdens. Who is
holding the whip? Surely not the Lord. He is not a cruel taskmaster.
Yeshua said, “Come to me all who are weary and heavy burdened and I will give
you rest…my yoke is easy and my burden is light. (Matt. 11:30)
Is it time, perhaps, to lay down these heavy burdens at the foot of the cross and allow the
Lord to carry them? The Psalmist instructs us to ‘cast our burdens upon the Lord for
He cares for us! 6
When we come to the place of truly understanding that the Lord cares for us; and that He
is for us and not against us, then we can trust Him enough to give Him our every burden
and carry only that light burden which is from Him. There is an ‘easy yoke’ that is ours
to receive if we will – an ‘anointing of ease’ that sets us free from the slavery to continual
struggle and frustration. We can say,
“Todah Abba (Thank you Father) that your burden is not heavy but is light and easy.
Thank you for setting me free from slavery to sin and from every burden that is not of
you. I come to you and receive rest for my soul. I cast all my burdens upon You,
knowing that you truly do care for me. Thank you for carrying that which is too heavy
for me. Thank you that you have set me free this day that I may serve you with joy and
gladness of heart. In Yeshua’s name. Amen.”
5
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Exodus 10:16-17
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PLAGUE # 10 - STRIKING OF THE FIRSTBORN – MACAT
B’CHOROT ()מַ כַת בְכֹורֹות
“This is what the LORD says: "About midnight I
will go throughout Egypt. Every firstborn in
Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh,
who sits on the throne, to the firstborn of the
slave girl who is at her hand mill, and all the
firstborn of the cattle as well. There will be loud
wailing throughout Egypt—worse than there has
ever been or ever will be again." (Exodus 11:4-6)
Lamentations over the Death of the Firstborn of Egypt (1877 painting by Charles Sprague Pearce)

Since Pharaoh still did not submit,
God sent the tenth and most
devastating plague – the striking of
the firstborn of Egypt. As long as
God struck everything and everyone
else, Pharaoh remained stubborn, but
when God struck down Pharaoh’s
firstborn son, that is what broke
through even the hardness of his
heart. Sadly, it took the death of
Pharaoh’s own child that caused him
to relent and let God’s people go.
The Death of the Pharaoh's Firstborn (1872 painting by Lawrence Alma-Tadema)

May our hearts be soft towards the leading of the Holy Spirit, so that God will never need
to use ever increasing disciplinary measures to cause us
to surrender to His will.
Once again, God made a distinction between the
Egyptians and Israel: “But against none of the
children of Israel shall a dog move its tongue,
against man or beast; that you may know that the
LORD does make a difference between the Egyptians
and Israel.” (Exodus 11:7)
There was not one home in Egypt in which a son had not died. (1984 illustration by Jim Padgett, courtesy of
Distant Shores Media/Sweet Publishing)
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Not Even a Dog Would Bark
“To Him who struck Egypt in their firstborn, for His mercy endures forever; and
brought out Israel from among them, for His
mercy endures forever; with a strong hand, and with an
outstretched arm, for His mercy endures forever;”
(Psalm 136:10-12)
Although a great cry would be heard throughout all the land
of Egypt, from the wailing of the mourners, not even a dog
would bark against the children of Israel. Not until I moved
here to Israel, living on a moshav (village) where everyone
seems to have at least one or two (or 3 or 4) dogs, did I
realize the wonder of this statement.
Because every time anything moves (or even for no apparent
reason whatsoever) the dogs bark. And bark and bark… you
get the picture. But God said that not even a dog would bark
against the children of Israel. Amazing!

Nina

God’s protection over His people is awesome, and his wrath against His enemies fierce.
One time a freak hail storm hit Canada in the middle of summer; but a brother in the Lord
testified that not even one hailstone fell on his farm while others around him in the area
were hit hard.
I also heard amazing testimony from a brother in the Philippines who showed a satellite
photo of how the typhoon that hit his nation struck all around the area but completely
avoided the area where his family lived. At this time, he was praying and blowing the
shofar, asking for the Lord’s protection.
Many of the plagues of Egypt are repeated in the book of Revelation. But we are God’s
covenant people and can therefore expect God’s protection over us in the coming end
time tribulation. We need not fear the future as long as we dwell in the shelter of His
wings. (Psalm 91)
I believe that part of dwelling under the shelter of His wings means that when the storms
hit, we hold our peace. We remain calm, trusting in the Lord, full of faith and hope in
believing. We are eagles, not chickens.
Our flesh may want to run and hide in fear, running for the safety of the chicken coop
every time a storm hits; but the eagle of our spirit wants to rise up and soar even higher.
If we can remain in faith and trust, then we will know in our spirit that God works all
things together for good and even this storm in our life will only serve to bring us higher
and better off than before.

13
13

Peace in the Storms of Life
At first, we were living in a little one room cottage on the top of a mountain in Israel and
winter storms can blow fiercely against this small shelter. One night, my then ten yearold daughter, Liat, said that she couldn’t sleep because of the roaring of the wind, the
pelting rain on the roof, the booming thunder and crashes of lightning.
Pepper (my storm-phobic dog) absolutely panicked, not knowing quite what to do with
himself. He kept trying to find a place to run and hide from the scary storm but couldn’t
escape from it. He kept coming to me, whining, as if asking me to make it stop.
Well, we can’t always make the storms stop, even for those we love, but we can have the
peace of God in the midst of it if
we will stay in faith and trust.
“…but he who trust in the Lord,
mercy shall surround him.”
(Psalm 32:10)
Yeshua is the One who can
command the wind and waves,
Peace, shalom! be still!7
We can trust in Him who said that
in this world we will have
tribulation but we can still be of
good cheer for He has overcome
the world.8

James Tissot - Jesus Stilling the Tempest -Brooklyn Museum

I told Liat that feeling safe, warm, dry and cozy in my bed while the storm rages right
outside my window made me feel thankful that God is a shelter and refuge for us in every
storm as well.
Avi, my then seven-year old son, complained that he could feel the wind on his face at
night and that the rain dripped on him as well. When we told our landlord about this
problem, he discovered that I had shut the windows incorrectly so that they were not
properly sealed.
Once we closed them the correct way, the seal worked perfectly and the wind and rain no
longer bothered Avi at night. We must also make sure that we have not left cracks open
for the enemy to enter and harass us and our children.
When we are angry, we must let it go before the sun goes down or we give the devil an
opening. When we seal up these cracks and divisions, especially between husband and
7
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Mark 4:35-41

John 16:33
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wife; when we choose to remain in faith and trust, being of good cheer in the storms of
life, then we can rest under the shelter of El Shaddai and God will be a refuge for us.
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will
not fear, even though the earth be removed, and the mountains fall, into the depths
of the sea.” (Psalm 46:1-2)
The morning of the storm, we all needed umbrellas to walk to the bus stop because of the
heavy rain. Many people claim that God loves all people, which is true; but He also
places the umbrella of His protective covering over those who are in covenant
relationship with Him. All people, not just the children of Israel, (Egyptians as well) are
welcome to come into this privileged covenant status with Yehovah, God of the Hebrews,
through the blood of the Hebrew Messiah, Yeshua.

Saved by the Blood
Before executing His final judgment upon Egypt,
Moses prepared
the people of
Israel by
instructing
them to
sacrifice a lamb
and to put its
blood on the
tops and sides
of their doors.
“And they shall take some of the blood and
put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of
the houses where they eat it.” (Exodus 12:7)
“Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see
the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 12:13)
The blood of the Passover lamb was the sign that caused the angel of destruction to ‘pass
over’ the Israelites and spared them from suffering the wrath of God that fell upon the
Egyptians.
This became the institution of the Lord’s Passover, which is to be celebrated as a
memorial each year as the Feast of Unleavened Bread. This is still celebrated by the
Jewish people today, as well as any non-Jewish Messianic Believers who wish to join
them.
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‘So this day shall be to you a memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to
the LORD throughout your
generations. You shall keep it as a
feast by an everlasting
ordinance.” (Exodus 12:14)
More and more Christian churches
are commemorating the Passover,
since it is a foreshadowing of
Yeshua the Messiah, Lamb of God,
who was sacrificed in order to spare
us from the judgment of God. This
is the foundation of our faith.
The Angel of Death and the First Passover (illustration from the 1897 Bible Pictures and What They Teach Us by Charles Foster)

“Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, “This
month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to
you.” (Exodus 12:1-2)
The institution of the Passover is so significant and rich with symbolism that God
commanded it to be the spiritual beginning of the months. New Years is not January 1st as
most people consider it, or even in the seventh month as most Jewish people believe. The
Biblical beginning of the year is at the Passover.
All our sense of time is to be reckoned from this moment of freedom, the Passover - the
day that God passed over us, and we were saved from His wrath. We can all take note of
the day God rescued us personally from the Kingdom of Darkness as the beginning of our
new life.
We may note that God is exact with regards to time. Some people believe that it does not
matter which they day choose to worship or celebrate a Feast to the Lord, since ‘God
knows our hearts’; but the scriptures are clear that the dates He institutes are significant.
God chose the seventh day for the Sabbath and commanded us to rest on this day, as He
did.
We are not to choose any old day we want, nor are we to choose the day pagans
worshipped the sun-god (Sunday). There is nothing wrong with worshipping God on any
day of the week, but the seventh day is still the Sabbath. God did not change His mind,
nor did Yeshua change the day of the Sabbath, nor did either one abolish the day of rest
(Matthew 5:17-19)
God did not give man the authority to change His laws and times. Only the anti-Messiah
claims this right. God was not pleased with the people instituting their own feasts on
their own days, even if they were to worship the Lord. (1 Kings 12:32)
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“Jeroboam ordained a feast on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, like the feast
that was in Judah… This was part of man trying to establish a false system of worship,
which is idolatry.

Amazing Parallels
We may notice several amazing parallels between the details of the Passover and the
sacrifice of the Lamb of God, Yeshua the Messiah.
1.

On the tenth day of the month every man was to choose a lamb.
On the tenth day of this exact same month, Yeshua rode into Jerusalem.
He was the chosen Lamb of God.

2.

The lamb had to be without blemish and was examined until the fourteenth day of
the month.9 Yeshua was examined for the same period of time, and was declared
to be without blemish by Pontius Pilate, who said, ‘I find no fault in this man’.10
“Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, …, but with the
precious blood of the Messiah, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”
(1Peter 1:18-19)
3. At dusk, the lamb was to be killed.
Also, at dusk, Yeshua, the Lamb of God, gave
up His spirit and died.
4. The Israelites were to take the blood of
this lamb, and put it on the two side posts
(the mezuzot in Hebrew) and on the lintel
of their houses. (Exodus 12:7) Why
would God command them to do such a
strange action? Because it foreshadowed
our salvation through the blood of the
lamb.
The blood of the lamb is the only thing powerful
enough to protect us from the coming wrath of God. Throughout God’s Word, the
prophets foretell of His coming wrath upon the earth. Yeshua is returning not as the
meek, sacrificial lamb but as the mighty Lion of Judah to execute judgment upon the
peoples of the earth, especially upon the enemies of Israel.
“Come near, you goyim (nations), to hear; and heed, you people! Let the earth hear,
and all that is in it, the world and all things that come forth from it. For the
indignation of the Lord is against all the goyim, and His fury against all their
armies; He has utterly destroyed them, He has given them over to the slaughter.”
(Isaiah 34:1-3)
9

Exodus 12:5-6
Luke 23:4

10
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Yes, God is a merciful God and does not desire for even one to perish. Therefore, He has
given each one of us the opportunity to place the blood of the lamb, by faith, on the
doorposts and lintels of our hearts, by receiving Yeshua’s atonement for our sins.

Man of War
But we must not forget that God is also the God of the sword and of judgment. He is
called ‘Ish Milchamah’, a man of war. (Exodus 15:3)
“For My sword shall be bathed in heaven; indeed it shall come down on Edom, and
on the people of My curse, for judgment.” (Isaiah 34:5)
Who are the people of His curse? God has said that He will bless all those who bless the
children of Israel and curse those who curse them.11 Therefore all those who hate,
despise, revile, mock, or fail to bless the children of Israel have officially pronounced a
curse upon themselves.
God made a clear distinction between His covenant people Israel, and the Egyptians who
were not in covenantal relationship with Him. Gentiles, (the goyim) who were at one time
not in covenantal relationship with the God of Israel have now been grafted into the Olive
Tree (which is Israel) through the blood of the Messiah.
“Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh…that at that time you
were without Messiah, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But
now in Messiah Yeshua you who once were far off have been brought near by the
blood of Messiah.” (Ephesians 2:11-13)
God and the nation of Israel are forever allies. Although He has punished them severely,
He has not cast them out and has
promised to restore and redeem them
again in His perfect plan and perfect
timing.

Cleansing the Leaven
“Seven days you shall eat unleavened
bread. On the first day you shall
remove leaven from your houses. For
whoever eats leavened bread from the
first day until the seventh day, that
person shall be cut off from Israel.”
(Exodus 12:15)

The Search for Leaven (illustration circa 1733–1739 by Bernard Picart)

11

Genesis 12:3
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A traditional Jewish custom is to do a thorough ‘spring cleaning’ before Passover; and
the evening before, a search is carried out for any remaining leaven (chametz) left in the
house. This custom is called ‘b’dikat chametz’ No leaven is to be eaten or kept in the
home for seven days. Whoever eats yeast during this feast is to be cut off from Israel.
Why did God give such a strange commandment? It is because leaven is a symbol of sin
and corruption. What a wonderful reminder we have for seven days that our lives are to
be free of all sin; especially that pride which makes us puff up, like the yeast in dough.
“Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole
lump? Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you
truly are unleavened. For indeed Messiah, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice
and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” (1
Corinthians 5:6-8)
We do not keep the Feast of Passover
as simply a religious or family
tradition, but in remembrance of the
wonderful mercy, power, and salvation
of our God who redeemed His people
through the blood of the lamb.
“knowing that you were not
redeemed with corruptible things,
…, but with the precious blood of the
Messiah, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot.” (1Peter
1:18-19)

The Passover Seder of the Portuguese Jews (illustration circa 1733–1739 by Bernard Picart)

Again the warning of being cut off from Israel for eating leaven on Passover is repeated,
this time with a clear explanation that this command is for both one who is born an
Israelite, and for the ger (the stranger) who joins Israel. It seems to me that if God repeats
Himself, we had better sit up and listen!
“For seven days no leaven shall be found in your houses, since whoever eats what is
leavened, that same person shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel,
whether he is a stranger or a native of the land.” (Exodus 12:19)
Again, the Lord explains the command regarding the blood of the lamb, and specifically
states that the Israelites must remain under the covering of the blood in order to be safe.
Had they walked the streets of Egypt that night, they would have suffered the plague as
well as the Egyptians. “And none of you shall go out of the door of his house until
morning.” (Exodus 12:22)
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We cannot walk the streets of Egypt (following the ways of the world in sin and idolatry)
and still expect to be safe. We must be careful to stay under the covering of the covenant
of the blood.
THE PASSOVER SEDER
When we celebrate the Passover, it is natural that our
children will ask us, “Why are you doing this strange
ritual?” We may then explain to them all that God
has done for us, both as physical slaves to Pharaoh in
Egypt; and as spiritual slaves to the powers of
darkness in this world.
This is a fulfillment of God’s commandment to teach
our children of God’s mighty power and love. This is
to be the primary responsibility of the family in the
home, day in and day out: as we rise, and as we sit,
and as we lie down. (Deuteronomy 6:4)
It is well known that the best method for teaching is
hands-on learning that involves our senses. The
sights, and smells, and tastes and songs of Passover
are specifically designed by God (the most wonderful
teacher in the universe) to draw our children into our faith. Our walk with God is never
meant to be, what is for some children, only a two-hour episode in Sunday school. At the
Passover Seder, we can literally ‘taste and see that the Lord is good.’12
Some question whether or not Gentiles who are uncircumcised may eat of the Passover,
since the word here says, ‘no uncircumcised person shall eat thereof’ (Exodus 12:48).
God does not have two standards for His covenant people, one for Jews and one for
Gentiles. He desires us all to worship and live according to His standard. “One law
(Torah) shall be to him that is native-born, and unto the ger (stranger) that lives
among you.” (Exodus 12:49)
We must keep in mind, however, that the sign of the Abrahamic covenant was and still is
the circumcision. The sign of the New Covenant, through which any person - man,
woman, or child - of any nation, may enter, is obedience. The Torah (law) is to be written
in our minds and in our hearts.
“Behold, the days are coming, says Yehovah, when I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and with the house of Judah…I will put My law in their minds,
and write it on their hearts.” (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

12

Psalm 34:8
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Circumcision of the Heart
This is not accomplished by the circumcision of
the flesh, but the circumcised heart! “In Him you
were also circumcised with the circumcision
made without hands, by putting off the body of
the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of
Messiah.” (Colossians 2:11)
This circumcision is a supernatural work of the
Holy Spirit in our hearts (perhaps no less painful)
as we put off our sins of the flesh, and conform our
lives to God’s ways. God has promised to
circumcise our hearts and the hearts of our
descendants to love Him above all else – in order
that we may have life and life more abundantly:
Rend your Hearts - sculpture at Yad Hashmona, Messianic village, Israel

“Adonai your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants,
so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live.”
(Deuteronomy 30:6)
Jeremiah the Prophet warned the people of God to circumcise their hearts: “Circumcise
yourselves to יהוה, circumcise your hearts, you people of Judah and inhabitants of
Jerusalem, or my wrath will flare up and burn like fire because of the evil you have
done-- burn with no one to quench it.” (Jeremiah 4:4)
The sign and outward expression of the new, circumcised heart is obedience to the
commandments of God. If we are hostile toward the law of God, towards keeping the
feast of Passover, or the Sabbath, or biblical dietary laws; then we are still operating in
the carnal mind which is at enmity with God and need to submit oneself to this painful,
but necessary circumcision, to receive a new heart and new spirit.
“Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of
God, nor indeed can be. So then those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”
(Romans 8:7-8)
It is both the circumcised and the uncircumcised that are justified by faith. For God is
God of the Gentiles as well as the Jews. Does this mean that the Torah is made null and
void through faith? Paul declared emphatically, “Certainly not! On the contrary, we
establish the law (Torah).” 13

13

Romans 3:30-31
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Redemption of the Firstborn
The Torah portion ends with the command to redeem the firstborn. Jewish firstborn
males often fast on the first day of Passover to commemorate God’s mercy in sparing
their lives. Firstborn sons of Jewish descent are redeemed according to this command in
a special ceremony called the ‘Pidyon Haben’.
Egyptians refused to let God’s firstborn (Israel) go, so God took their firstborn. The
word is clear – God will treat the nations (and individuals) as they have treated Israel!
Also the custom of wearing the tefillin, the little black box, containing these scriptures,
worn on the forehead and right hand, arises from this command. (Exodus 13:9,16)
The anti-Messiah will attempt to force all people to put his mark (rather than the Word of
God) on their right hand or foreheads, thereby
usurping the mark of the rightful place of God in
our lives. (Revelation 13:16-17)
The tefillin are to be a physical reminder of God’s
power and strength in bringing us out of bondage
in Egypt. “It shall be as a sign on your hand
and as frontlets between your eyes, for by
strength of hand the LORD brought us out of
Egypt.” (Exodus 13:16)

Tefillin

Haftarat Boh
The prophetic portion of this week’s scripture describes a beautiful promise through the
prophet Jeremiah that one day God would bring Israel (Jacob) back into her land and
destroy the nations who oppressed her during her time of exile!
The prophetic portion describes, once again, God’s mercy towards Israel and His
judgment on all nations. “But fear not, O Yaacov My servant, neither be dismayed, O
Yisrael; for lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their
captivity; and Yaacov (Jacob) shall again be quiet and at ease, and none shall make
him afraid.
Fear not, thou, O Yaacov My servant, says the Lord, For I am with thee; for I will
make a full end of all the nations whither I have driven thee, But I will not make a
full end of thee; and I will correct thee in measure, but will not utterly destroy thee.”
(Jeremiah 46:27-28)
In our generation, the nation of Israel has been miraculously reborn. God is bringing the
children of Israel out of the lands of their exile, from where He scattered them, and back
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to the land. How awesome to become a part of living prophecy; to be one of those God
has brought back to the Land of Israel.

The Exodus (watercolor circa 1896–1902 by James Tissot)

It looks tenuous here at best: surrounded by hostile neighbors, bent on the complete
destruction of Israel, calling their people to Jihad (Holy War). Even those who are
supposed to be our friends pressure Israel’s leaders to give up more and more precious
land that God has promised to us. There is coming a day when it will look like Israel will
be destroyed by her enemies; but God’s word promises us His help; that we need not fear,
for He will be with us and will save us.
It is because of God’s enduring mercy that He brought each one of us out of bondage by
delivering us from the powers of darkness that held us captive. Therefore we will praise
Him forever.

History Repeated – End Time Plagues
From the book of Revelation, we can discern that one day God is going to do a repeat
performance of the plagues
upon Egypt to deliver His
people. The plagues in the
book of Revelation include:
water turned into blood,
boils, fire, hail, darkness,
locust, and frogs. He will
bring His people out of the
nations with a mighty
hand, an outstretched
arm,{that’s Passover
terminology} and WITH
FURY {plagues} POURED
OUT. (Ezekiel 20:34)
The Plague of the Firstborn (1802 painting by J. M. W. Turner)
When God destroys the enemies of Israel, when they see their enemies’ dead bodies; then
they will know that He is the Lord and they will put their trust in Him and in His servant,
the branch, the Messiah. (Exodus 14:30-31; Ezekiel 39:12, 21-22)
Those who are in Goshen, in covenant with the God of Israel through the blood of the
Messiah; those who live in obedience to God’s commandments as an expression of the
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circumcised heart they received by His spirit; those who bless and do not curse their
Jewish brothers and sisters have nothing to fear.
True covenant Believers will be protected supernaturally, by the blood of the lamb: “And
when I see the blood I will pass over you.” There is, indeed, power (co’ach) in the
blood of the Lamb (dam shel haseh)!
Not only do we inherit eternal salvation through the blood, we are also transformed
through the blood of Yeshua. The Word states, “The soul (nefesh) is in the blood and
God has given it to us to make atonement (l’caper – to cover) for our souls.
(Leviticus 17:11)
The soul that sins shall die. But a substitute soul may be sacrificed. A soul for a soul.
Someone must pay the price. If we do sin, we can ask and receive forgiveness because
Yeshua paid the entire price for our redemption with his own blood.
But there is another aspect of the blood of the Lamb that we sometimes overlook – the
transforming power of the blood. The soul of the person or animal, Torah teaches us, is
in the blood. When Yeshua held up the third
cup of wine at the Passover, the cup of
Redemption, he said,
“This cup is the new covenant in My
blood, which is shed for you." (Luke 22:20)
Yeshua’s very soul is in the blood that he
shed for you and for me. When we take this
cup and drink it, his soul becomes one with
our own and we become more and more like
Him.

They drank wine at the Passover meal. (1984 illustration by Jim Padgett, courtesy of Distant Shores Media/Sweet Publishing)

Over time, we become conformed more and more into the image of God’s Son, back into
the very image and likeness of God. We return more and more into the perfection of
God’s original creation in the Garden of Eden before the fall. Halleluyah!
“Thank you Adonai for the blood of the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the
world. We thank you for setting us free from our own personal place of Egypt, of
slavery to sin, that we may serve You forever. Let us pray together, for all those who do
not yet know the wonder of God’s love and mercy through the blood of the Passover
lamb, Yeshua Hamashiach.
We ask You, Adonai, in Yeshua’s name, for the eternal salvation of all those in danger of
being destroyed by Your wrath; that the veil hiding the truth from their eyes would be
removed; that the eyes of their understanding would be opened to see the Truth of
salvation through God’s Son.” In Yeshua’s name. Amen.
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Boh Study Questions
1. Why do you think God said ‘Boh’(come) to Pharaoh instead of lech (go)!
2. What is one sure sign of pride? What is the danger of walking in pride?
3. How should we respond to correction? How should we give correction to others?
Describe & discuss your experience with trying to correct someone – with positive
&/or negative results.
4. What is the Hebrew word play on the name of Pharaoh?
5. Why did God harden Pharaoh’s heart? Do you think this was fair?
6. Where are locusts mentioned in the Bible?
7. What sin can cause us to walk in darkness?
8. What is the relationship between the final plague on Egypt and our spiritual salvation?
(How are we saved by the blood of the lamb?)
9. What parallels do we see between the Passover lamb and Yeshua?
10. What were the purposes of God in the Ten Plagues? Can you list them?
11. How do these ‘eser makot’ relate to end time prophecies?
12. Is there some area where you feel that the enemy is using ‘compromise’ as a strategy
against you?
13. Do you ever feel like a ‘slave’? Why? How can you walk in greater freedom in this
area?
14. What is leaven called in Hebrew? What does it symbolize? Do you cleanse the leaven
out of your home before Passover? Why or why not?
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